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CADET.

ALTHOUGH from the time the distasteful proposi-
tion that he should learn a trade was made to him
till the reception of his cadet's appointment young
Mitchel managed his affairs to suit himself, his home
connections were by no means broken. His mother,
for whom he had the greatest love, had in the mean
time gone to live with a married daughter at Piqua,
Ohio, and during such intervals as her son was ab-
sent from his business he was with his mother and
sister at Piqua. From here he left for West Point.
He had saved a little money, and with a trifle more
of assistance from his relatives enough was got to-
gether to bear the expense of the journey. A horse
was borrowed, on which he set out for Sandusky, on
Lake Erie, a distance of some one hundred and forty
miles. It was a lonely ride at that early day. The
only road was a mark made on the forest trees by
chipping off a piece of the bark along the route, and
called a " blaze." On reaching Upper Sandusky he
hired an Indian boy to go with him to Sandusky
and then take back the horse he had borrowed.
uHad I not got to Upper Sandusky as soon as I
did," he wrote, " I should have had to wait in Port-
land for one week. As it was, I only had to wait
one night."

The  next  morning he took passage  on  a lakenment provided quarters for the cadets, gave
